A Pacific
feel in stone
For an upscale private residence in Laguna Beach, CA, locally quarried
natural stone was selected to reflect the home’s oceanfront setting,
while also projecting a feeling of luxury
by Michael Reis
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For a spec home in Laguna Beach, CA, designer
Brittney Fischbeck of Abodwell Interior Design
specified a blend of Lompoc Stone from California
to create an upscale feel while also reflecting the
home’s oceanfront location. The material combination features 60% Lompoc Mountain Ledge Gray
Blend thin veneer and 40% Lompoc Mountain
Ledge Cream Blend thin veneer. Photos by Clay
Bowman, Bowman Group - www.bowmangroup.net

I

t is not difficult to find an upscale home
on the Laguna Beach, CA, oceanfront;
nor is it a challenge to find a home with

high-end building materials. This was the
challenge facing Brittney Fischbeck of
Abodwell Interior Design in creating a
spec home that would stand out in a very
high-profile crowd. Ultimately, the use of
natural stone — quarried locally in California — helped the project achieve all of
its design and practical goals while also
reflecting its beachfront location.
“This is a Mark Singer home,” explained
Fischbeck. “He is a very well-known architect and he is the AIA Orange County
president. A Mark Singer home is a selling
point in itself. The builder wanted a slightly
different flair to it, but it still had to be sold
as a Mark Singer home, so I wanted to create a light and airy beachy feel with a color palette that blends with the ocean and
the sand and the mountains.”
One of the challenges, according to
Fischbeck, was to create a home that
would stand out for its quality of design, while also remaining contemporary and sophisticated. “A lot of the
beachfront homes, scream ‘Look at me,’
and I didn’t want to do that,” she said.
“I imagined that the owner of the home
would be a collector of art and sculpture,
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(Above) The use of Lompoc Stone continues inside the home, where it was used to clad two “see-through” fireplaces. (Opposite) In addition to using Lompoc Stone for the vertical
surfaces, Fischbeck specified Moca Cream limestone flooring, and it also serves to reflect the home’s beachfront location. “The limestone has an antique finish,” she said. “It has
these undulations that are linear and are reminiscent of the look that sand has when the water recedes.”
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The use of textured stone also offered an element of warmth to a relatively modern and contemporary design. “When you have a home that has very clean lines and is very wide
and open, it can get too sterile looking,” Fischbeck explained. “In order to make it interesting and homey, you need to introduce different textures.”
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In addition to using Lompoc Stone for

points to the sense of community that was

The Lompoc Stone is characterized by its strata lines, which run horizontally across the surface, as well as its occasional accents of quartz content.

present on the project. “We’ve had AIA
loves that Lompoc stone. It shows really

Private Residence
Laguna Beach, CA

beautifully,” she said. “I didn’t put an en-

Owner: Tresor Investments LLC, Laguna Beach, CA

hancer on it; I just wanted to leave it. As a

Designer and Specifier: Brittney Fischbeck, Allied Member, ASID, Abodwell Interior Design,

tours through the home, and everyone

LEED-certified home, I wanted to avoid us-

Laguna Beach, CA

ing chemicals. It wasn’t just about getting

Architect: Mark Singer Architects, Inc. AIA, Laguna Beach, CA

LEED points, but also about doing the right

Contractor: Laguna Crest Enterprise, Inc. dba

thing for the environment.
“It was also important to stay local as much
as possible and to use local stone,” the designer continued. “I try to use local compa-

Tresor Construction, Laguna Beach, CA
Stone Installer: Modern Marble and Granite, Orange, CA
Stone Supplier: Sepulveda Building Materials,
Laguna Niguel, CA (Lompoc Stone); Marmol Export USA, Anaheim, CA (Portuguese limestone)

nies and material suppliers when I can. The
general contractor, Tresor Construction, is
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